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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 38-54 of U. S. Application 09/617,695, filed 07/17/2000, are pending. 



Double Patenting 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 
F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

3. A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

4. Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fiilly comply with 37 

CFR 3.73(b). 



5. Claims 38-54 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting over claims 1- 
37ofU. S. Patent 6,101,324. 

6. The subject matter claimed in the instant application is fiilly disclosed in the patented 
claims since the issued patent and the instant application are claiming common subject matter. 
The instant claims are a broadening of the issued claims. Claims 38-54 are therefore anticipated 
by the patented claims in that the patented claims contain all the limitations of claims 38-54 of 
the instant application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 6 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

9. Claims 38-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Culbertson 
et al. in view of Bures. 

10. Culbertson et al. disclose all limitations as subsequently discussed; however, Culbertson 
et al. does not expressly disclose use of touch screen techniques. 

1 1 . Bures disclose use of such techniques. See title, abstract, figure 1 . 

12. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the Culbertson et al. disclosure with the touch screen teaching of Bures because it 
would be easier and faster to touch a screen (see fig. 1, Bures) than to type one or more 
commands on the keyboard (see fig. 1, Bures). 

13. Specifically, the prior arty discloses: 

38. A system for interactive management of audio events from a plurality of audio 
sources, the system (C: fig. 1 (broadcast system, fig. 2 (sequencing in broadcast systems - see 
also all user input steps (user input in broadcast system)), col. 1, lines 12-41 (discusses prior art 
user input in broadcast systems) comprising: 
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at least one audio source associated with a plurality of audio events (C: fig. 1 (broadcast 
system, fig. 2 (sequencing in broadcast systems - see also all user input steps (user input in 
broadcast system)), col. 1, lines 12-41 (discusses prior art user input in broadcast systems); 

a touch screen computer having a touch screen display coupled to the audio source for 
selection of audio events, the touch screen computer generating a schedule of audio events 
comprising the selected audio events (C: fig. 1 - # 12, 26, 28; B: fig. 1); 

a memory coupled to the touch screen computer for storing the schedule of audio events 
(C:fig. 1-22, 24); and 

means for playing the audio events from the associated audio source according to the 
schedule of audio events (C: fig. 1 - 14, 16, 18, 20). 

39. The system of claim 38, wherein the schedule of audio events are displayed on the 
touch screen display (C: fig. 1 - 28; B: fig. 1). 

40. The system of claim 38, wherein the schedule of audio events is generated capable of 
modification (C: fig. 2 - user commands). 

41. The system of claim 40, wherein the schedule of audio event can be modified by 
touching displayed schedule of audio events according to various modifying options (C: fig. 2 - 
user commands). 

42. The system of claim 41, wherein a modifying option comprises deactivation and 
activation of an audio event of the schedule of audio events (C: fig. 2 - user commands). 

43. The system of claim 41, wherein a modifying option comprises reordering of the 
audio events of the schedule of audio events (C: fig. 2 - user commands). 
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44. The system of claim 38, wherein the selection of an audio events results in immediate 
play of the selected audio events (C: fig. 2 - user commands). 

45. The system of claim 38, the touch screen computer further comprising; 

a switch coupled to the audio source, the switch activated by the touch screen computer 
according to the selection of an audio event and the audio source associated with the selected 
audio event (C: fig. 1# 12, 26, fig. 2 - user commands). 

46. The system of claim 38, wherein the audio source is a compact disc (C: fig. 1 # 16, 

18). 

47. The system of claim 38, wherein the audio source is a computer file (C: fig. 1 22, 24). 

48. The system of claim 47, wherein the computer file is stored in the memory (C: fig. 1 

# 22). 

49. The system of claim 38, wherein the audio source is a remote source accessed by the 
touch screen computer via a telephone line (C: fig. 1 # 22). 

50. The system of claim 38, wherein the audio source is a remote source accessed by the 
touch screen computer via a satellite feed (C: fig. 1 # 22). 

51. The system of claim 38, farther comprising a plurality of audio sources associated 
with the plurality of audio events C: fig. 1 # 16). 

52. A method for playing audio events from a plurality of audio sources using an 
interactive touch screen video system (C: fig. 1 (broadcast system, fig. 2 (sequencing in 
broadcast systems - see also all user input steps (user input in broadcast system)), col. 1, lines 
12-41 (discusses prior art user input in broadcast systems), the method comprising the steps of: 
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associating in a memory a plurality of audio events with an audio source (C: fig. 1, # 12, 
22,24,26); 

displaying representations of a plurality of audio events on a touch screen display (C: fig. 
l#28;B:fig. 1; 

selecting a plurality of audio events by touching the displayed representation of the audio 
event (C: fig. 1 (broadcast system, fig. 2 (sequencing in broadcast systems - see also all user 
input steps (user input in broadcast system)), col. 1, lines 12-41 (discusses prior art user input in 
broadcast systems; B: fig. 1); 

storing a schedule of audio events from the selected audio events in a memory log (C: fig. 
1# 22, 24); and 

playing the audio events from the associated audio source according to the schedule of 
audio events in the memory log (C: fig. 1 # 12, 20). 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising the steps of: 

displaying the schedule of audio events on the touch screen display (C: fig. 1 # 28, B: fig. 

1); and 

modifying the schedule of audio events by touching the displayed schedule of audio 
events according to various modifying options (C: fig. 1 (broadcast system, fig. 2 (sequencing in 
broadcast systems - see also all user input steps (user input in broadcast system)), col. 1, lines 
12-41 (discusses prior art user input in broadcast systems). 

54. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of: 

associating a plurality of audio sources associated with a plurality of audio events (C: 16, 
18,22,24,20). 
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Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be: 

directed to : Dr. Hugh Jones telephone number (571) 272-3 78 1 , 
Monday-Thursday 0830 to 0700 ET, 

or 

the examiner's supervisor, Kamini Shah, telephone number (571) 272-2279. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 

directed to the Group receptionist, telephone number (703) 305-3900. 

mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or (703) 308-1396 (for informal or draft communications, please label PROPOSED or 
DRAFT). 

Dr. Hugh Jones 
Primary Patent Examiner 
March 11, 2006 



